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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



Apparatus, comprising: 

an input ciTs^it for receiving a video signal indicative of playback of a first 
recorded medium; 

a detection circuit for detecting a horizontal synchronization signal component 
of said video signal; and 

a control circuit for controlling pau>^ in recording of video information from 
said video signal responsive to detecting said horizontal synchronizing signal. 



2. The appaTB^us of cla 
lock detector for detepfruriini 
received at appropriate inter 



lerein said detection circuit comprises a horizontal 
Whether said horizontal synchronization signal is 
?aid horizontal lock detector producing an error 



signal indicative of the absence of a valiahe^izontal synchronization signal. 

3. Th^i apparatus of claim 2, wherein said detection circuit further comprises an 
error counters for counting the number of horizontal synchronization signal errors 
during a predefined time period and indicating whether a threshold level of horizontal 
synchronization sign^[ errors has been exceeded. 

4. The apparatus of cleH^ri 3 f wherein said horizontal lock detector is responsive to 
a clocking signal. 



5. The apparatus of claim 2, farther comprising a vertical lock detector, for 
25 determining whether a vertical synchronisation signal is received at an appropriate 
time interval. 



6. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein said detection circuit further comprises a 
countdown timer, responsive to a received horizorrlal synchronization signal, for 
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producing an output signal indicative of a time interval during which a vertical 
synchronization signal is expected. 

7. The^apparatus of claim 6, wherein said detection circuit further comprises a 
second erroncounter, for counting the number of vertical synchronization signal errors 
during a preatefined time period and indicating whether a vertical horizontal 
synchronization signal error threshold has been exceeded. 

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein: 

said detection^ circuit comprises a SYNC separator, for separating at least 
horizontal synchronization signals from said video signal; and 

a horizontal lock Uetector for determining whether a horizontal synchronization 
signal is received at appropriate intervals, said horizontal lock detector producing an 
error signal indicative of thAabsence of a valid horizontal synchronization signal. 

9. A system, comprising: \ 

a first video playback deVice providing a signal indicative of video recorded on 
a first medium during playback ofsaid video; and 

a second video playback ^device responsive to said signal for selectively 
recording playback of said video on b second medium with pauses in said recording 
during at least one of an absence of violeo and playback of unacceptable video by said 
first video playback device. \ 

10. The system of claim 9, wherein unacceptable video received by said second 
video playback device has associated with itVynchronizing signals exhibiting at least 
one of degraded wave shapes and improper synchronizing intervals. 

11. The system of claim 10, wherein said synchronizing signals associated with 
said playback video are evaluated by said second playback device. 
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12. Thasystem of claim 11, wherein said second video playback device comprises: 
an incut circuit for receiving said playback video; 

a detection circuit for detecting a horizontal synchronization signal component 
of said playback video; and 

a control\circuit for controlling pauses in recording of video information from 
said playback videfe responsive to detecting said horizontal synchronizing signal. 

13. The system oAclaim 12, wherein said detection circuit comprises a horizontal 
lock detector for determining whether a horizontal synchronization signal is received 
at appropriate intervals, said horizontal lock detector producing an error signal 
indicative of the absence of a valid horizontal synchronization signal. 

14. The system of claim\l3, wherein said detection circuit further comprises an 
error counter, for counting (he number of horizontal synchronization signal errors 
during a predefined time perioa and indicating whether a threshold level of horizontal 
synchronization signal errors has been exceeded. 

15. The system of claim 14, wherein said horizontal lock detector is responsive to a 
clocking signal. \ 

16. The system of claim 13, further comprising a vertical lock detector, for 
determining whether a vertical synchronization signal is received at an appropriate 
time interval. \ 

17. The system of claim 16, wherein Kaid detection circuit further comprises a 
countdown timer, responsive to said horizontal synchronization signal, for producing 
an output signal indicative of a time interval during which a vertical synchronization 
signal is expected. \ 
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18. They system of claim 17, wherein said detection circuit further comprises a 
second erro\ counter, for counting the number of vertical synchronization signal errors 
during a predefined time period and indicating whether a vertical horizontal 
synchronization^signal error threshold has been exceeded. 

19. The system Yf claim 9, wherein: 

said detection circuit comprises a SYNC separator, for separating at least 
horizontal synchronization signals from said video signal; and 

a horizontal IocIa detector for determining whether a horizontal synchronization 
signal is received at aprtopriate intervals, said horizontal lock detector producing an 
error signal indicative of tnte absence of a valid horizontal synchronization signal. 

20. A method for controlling a recording device, comprising the steps of: 
evaluating synchronizing components associated with a received video signal 

to determine if said received videb signal provides acceptable video; 

enabling said recording device to record said received video in response to a 
positive evaluation of said synchronizing components; and 

causing said recording devic^o enter a pause mode of operation in response 
to a negative evaluation of said synchronizing components associated with said 
received video. 



21. The method of claim 20, further comprising the step of: 

separating said synchronization components from said received video signal. 

22. The method orbJaim 21, wherein said step of evaluating comprises the steps 
of: 

separating said synch rojtfJzi^ri components from said received video signal; 
determining whether a htm^ntal synchronization signal is received at 
appropriate intervals; and 

providing indicium of the absence of a vhjid horizontal synchronization signal. 



